ANESTHESIA SAFETY FOR STAFF

· Develop and follow an anesthesia protocol policy for your hospital.

· Always perform a leak check before using an anesthesia machine.

· Follow established guidelines based on patient weight when choosing:

· The reservoir bag

· Hoses

· Mask size

· Flow rate

· Use a proper scavenging system as the primary means of reducing exposure to WAGs.

· Check the cuff on the endotracheal tube for leaks prior to use.

· At the beginning of a procedure:

· Choose and insert the proper-sized endotracheal tube. 

· Carefully inflate the endotracheal tube's cuff.

· Connect the patient to the machine. 

· Turn on the oxygen flow.

· Start the flow of anesthetic gas.

· At the end of the procedure:

· Stop the flow of anesthetic gas.

· Continue use of the scavenging system.

· Continue pure oxygen flow to dilute the gases remaining in the circuit. 

· Allow the patient to partially recover while still connected to oxygen.

· Avoid close proximity to the face of the recovering patient, to avoid inhaling anesthetic gas that the patient continues to exhale, until it is recovered (awake, swallowing, in sternal recumbency, or standing).

· Make sure the ventilation system in the recovery area is in good working condition.

· Refill the vaporizer in a well­ventilated area.

· Check tanks, valves, regulators, lines, and connections monthly for leaks.

· Have a trained technician regularly perform routine preventive maintenance on the machine.

· Store compressed gas cylinders in a dry, cool place in a secure, upright, or horizontal position.
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