
 SUMMER  SUMMER  PET TOXINS PET TOXINS

Holidays
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Chocolate Chocolate desserts and baked goods Both (most common with dogs)

Alcohol Drinks at parties and spilled beverages Both

Onions and garlic Common in party foods, dips, grilled foods Both (cats are more sensitive)

Fireworks debris Spent fireworks and chemical residue in yards Both

THC / marijuana products Edibles and cannabis products Both (most common with dogs)

Xylitol Ingredient in low-sugar and sugar-free gum, 
candy, baked goods, and supplements

Dogs

Nature
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Oleander Flowering landscaping shrubs Both

Sago palm Ornamental plant in landscaping and patios Both (most severe for dogs)

Japanese yew Common shrub with toxic berries and foliage Both

Azaleas / Rhododendrons Common landscaping plants Both

Renal-toxic lilies Outdoor garden lilies Both (extreme risk for cats)

Blue-green algae Found in contaminated lakes and ponds Both (most common with dogs)

Toxic mushrooms Wild mushrooms growing in lawns and gardens Both

Household
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Rodenticides Used in pest control / baits Both

Slug and snail bait Metaldehyde—garden pest treatments Both (most common with dogs)

Mole and gopher bait Zinc phosphide—used in Rodent burrows Both (cats are more sensitive)

Sunscreen (salicylates) Beach bags and personal care products Both (cats are more sensitive)

Developed in collaboration  
with Pet Poison Helpline



Holidays
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Chocolate Halloween candy, baked goods, and desserts Both (most common with dogs)

Alcohol Common at holiday gatherings and parties Both

THC / marijuana products Edibles and cannabis products Both (most common with dogs)

Xylitol Ingredient in low-sugar and sugar-free gum, 
candy, baked goods, and supplements

Dogs

Nature
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Fertilizers Fall lawn treatment products Both

Plant and shrub 
trimmings

Discarded landscaping debris Both

Compost Food waste and yard compost piles Dogs

Toxic mushrooms Wild mushrooms growing in lawns, gardens,  
and along nature trails

Both

Household
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Human medications and 
supplements

Guest belongings or travel bags Both

 AUTUMN  AUTUMN  PET TOXINS PET TOXINS Developed in collaboration  
with Pet Poison Helpline



Holidays
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Chocolate Holiday candy, baked goods, desserts Both (most common with dogs)

Alcohol Holiday and New Year’s celebrations Both

THC / marijuana products Edibles and cannabis products Both (most common with dogs)

Xylitol Ingredient in low-sugar and sugar-free gum, 
candy, baked goods, and supplements

Dogs

Household
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Rodenticides Increased indoor use as rodents seek warmth Both

Essential oils and holiday 
scent products

Metaldehyde—garden pest treatments Cats (highest sensitivity)

Christmas tree water 
additives

Sometimes contain aspirin or preservatives Both (cats sensitive to 
salicylates)

Weather
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Ice melt / de-icing salts Common snow and ice treatment on sidewalks 
and driveways

Both

 WINTER  WINTER  PET TOXINS PET TOXINS Developed in collaboration  
with Pet Poison Helpline



Holidays
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Renal-toxic lilies 
(especially Easter lilies)

Commonly used in bouquets for Valentine’s Day, 
Easter, and Mother’s Day

Both (extreme risk for cats, mild 
GI signs in dogs)

Chocolate Chocolate bars, candies, baked goods,  
and desserts

Both (most common with dogs)

THC / marijuana products Edibles and cannabis products Both (most common with dogs)

Xylitol Ingredient in low-sugar and sugar-free gum, 
candy, baked goods, and supplements

Dogs

Nature
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Azaleas and 
rhododendrons

Common garden shrubs used in  
spring landscaping

Both

Household
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Cleaning chemicals Spring cleaning products, diluted cleaners, mop 
buckets

Both

Rodenticides Left from winter; baits in garages, sheds,  
and crawlspaces

Both

Weather
TOXIN COMMON SOURCES CAT/DOG

Ice melt / de-icing salts Exposure during late-winter snowmelt Both

 SPRING  SPRING  PET TOXINS PET TOXINS Developed in collaboration  
with Pet Poison Helpline


